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L UNITED NATIONS: INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION AGAINST THE
- e TAKING OF HOSTAGES* - ~ % e

-

UNITED NATIONS B
GENERAL o e
ASSEMBLY I o it

. " .-~  ORIGINAL:“ EWGLISE

Thirty-fourth session . : L. oo -
SIXTH COMMITTEE ‘ ) T
Agenda item 113 _ - R SR
DRAFTING OF AN INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION AGAINST

THE TAKING OF HOSTAGES

- e e o= - &

Federal Republic of Germany: draft resolution

The General Assembly, = - o e =

Considering that the progressive development of internatiomal law and its’ >
codification contribute to the implementation of the purposes and principles .
set forth in Articles 1 and 2 of the Charter of the United Rations, o ,

. - : ' Co ) P LR S

Mindful of the need to conclude, under the auspices of the United Natioms,
an international convention against the taking of hostages, ot

Recalling its resolution 31/103 of 15 December 1976 by which it establisbed .
an Ad Hoc Committee on the Drafting of an Internatiomal Convention against the
Taking of Hostages and requested it to draft at the earliest possidle date an -
international convention against the taking of hostages, .

R T > 944

Further recalling its resolutions .32/148 of 16 December 1977 and 33/19 of
29 November 1978, _ : .

Al V3

Having considered the draft convention prepared by the Ad Hoc Committee in
pwrsuance of the above-mentioned resolutions, 1/ :

Adovts and opens for signature and ratification or for accession the

International Convention against the Taking of Hostages, annexed to the present
resolution.

1/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-fourth Session, Supplement
Fio. 39 (A/34/39), sect. IV.

*[Reproduced from U.N. Document A/C.6/34/L.23 of December 4, 1979.
[(The draft was approved by the Sixth Committee (Legal) of the
General Assembly on December 7, without vote. The General Assembly
adopted it as Resolution 34/146 on December 17, 1979, without vote.
There was a separate vote on Article 9, with 125 in favor to 10

against, with 3 abstentions. It will be opened for signature on
December 18.]
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-~ ANNEX

. S f ~International Convention-jgainst the Taking of Hostages

The States Parties to this Convention,

\ - —— -t v——
-

Having in mind the purposés and principles of the Charter of the United
Nations concerning the maintenance of international peace and security and the
promoticn of friendly relations and co-cperation among States, |

Recognizing in particular th@f everyone has the right to life, liberty and
security of perscn, as set out in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
the Internaticnal Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,

Reaffirmine the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples
as enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and the Declaration on
Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation

~ among States in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, as vell as in
other relevant resolutions of the General Assembly, oL T -

Considering that the taking of hostages is an offence of grave concern to .the
ipternaticnel community and that, in accordance with the provisions of this
Convention, any person committing an act of hostage taking shall either be
prosecuted or extradited, .

" Being convinced that it is urgently necessary to develop international J
co-operation between States in devising and adopting effective measures for the
prevention, prosecution and punishment of all acts of taking of hostages as
manifestations of international terrorism, .

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

1. Any person who seizes or detains and threatens to kill, to injure or to
.contipue to detain ancther person (hereinefter referred to as the “"hostage’) in A
order to compel a third party, namely, & State, an international intergovernmental £y
organization, & natural or juridical person, or & group of persons, to do or
abstain from doing any act as-an explicit or implicit condition for the release of
the hostage commits the offence of taking of hostages (“hostage-taking”) within
_ the meaning of this Convention. :

2. Any person vho:

. - (a) sattempts to commit an act of hostage-taking, or

() pmicipatés as an accomplice of anyone vho commits or attempts to
commit an act of hostage-taking
PR £ SRR LA Jo VA S “

1likevise commits an off‘ence for the purposes of this Convention. Ca R

;-‘Arti cle 2

.-+.._= Each State Party shall make the offences set forth in article 1 punishadble
- by -appropriate penalties which take dnto account the grave mature of those offences.
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Article 3

1. The State Party in the territory of which the hostage is held by the
offender shall take all measures {t considers’ appropriate to ease the situation of
the hostage, in particular, to secure his release and, after his release, to
facilitate, vhen relevant, bis ‘departure. : -

2. If sny object vhich the offender has obtained as a result of the taking
of hostages comes into the custody of a State Party, that State Party shall return
it as socn as possible to the hostage or the third party referred to in article 1,

as the case pay be, or to the tppropriate authori@ies thereof.

Article b

States Parties shall co-operate in the prevention of the offences set forth
ip article 1, pa.rticula.rh' by:

(a) teking all practicable measures to prevent preparations in their
respective territories for the commission of those offences within or outside
their territories, i{ncluding measures to probibit in their territories illegal *
activities of persons, groups and organizations that encourage, instigate,
organize or engage in the perpetration of acts of taking of hostages;

(v) exchanging jnformation and co-ordinating the taking of administrative

and other measures as appropriate to prevent the commission of those offences.

Article S

1. Each State Party shall take such measures 8S may be necessary to
establish its Jurisdiction over any of the offences set forth in article 1 wvhich

are committed:

(a) in its territory or on board & ship or aircraft registered in that State:

() by sy of its pationals or, if that State considers it appropriate, vy
those stateless persons who have their habitual residence in its territory;

( g) in order to compel that State to do or abstain from doing any act; oOr

() with respect to s hostage vho is a national of that State, if that State
considers it appropriate.

2. Each State Party shall likevise take guch measures as m&y be necessary
to establish its jurisdiction over the offences set forth in article 1 in cases

where the alleged cffender is present in jts territory and it does not extradite
him to any of the States mentioned in paragraph 1 of this article.

3. This Convention does not exclude any criminal jurisdiction exercised in
accordance with internal lav.

Article 6

[ B A

1. Upon being gatisfied that the circumstances 80 warrant, any State Party
{ip the territory of which the alleged offender is present shall, in accordance with
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s laws, take him into custody or take other measures to ensure his presence
r such time as is necessary to enable any eriminal or extradition proceedings to
instituted. That State Party shall {mmediately make a preliminary inquiry into

e facts.

2. The custody or other measures referred to in parsgraph 1 of this article
a%l be notified without delay directly or through the Secretary-General of the
\ited Nations to: 4

(a) the State vhere the offence was committed:

(b) the State sgainst vhich compulsion has been directed or sttempted-

(¢) the State of which the natural or juridical person sgainst vhom
>mpulsion has been directed or attempted is a national’

(4) the State of vhich the hostage is a nationel or in the territory of

hich he has his habitual residence;

(e) the State of which the alleged offender is a nationel or, if he is a
tateless person, in the territory of which he has bhis habitual residence;

(£) the international intergovernmental organization against which compulsion
\as been directed or attempted;

(g) all other States concerned.

3. Any person regarding vhom the measures referred to in paragraph 1 of this
article are being taken shall be entitled:

(a) to compunicate without deley with the nearest appropriste representative
5f the State of vhich he is a national or wvhich is otherwise entitled to establish
such comrunication or, if he is a stateless person, the State in the territory of

which he has his babitual residence:
(tl) to be visited by a representative of that State.

4. The rights referred to in paragraph 3 of this article shall be exercised
in conformity with the lavs end regulations of the State in the territory of which
the alleged offender is present subject to the proviso, howvever, that the said lavs
and regulations must enable full effect to bde given to the purposes for which the
rights accorded under paragraph 3 of this article are intended.

S. The provisions of paragraphs 3 and L of this article shall be without
prejudice to the right of any State Party baving & claim to jurisdiction in
accordance with paragraph 1 (b) of article 5 to janvite the Internaticnal Committee
of the Red Cross to communicate vith and visit the alleged offender.

€. ‘The State which makes thé preliminary inquiry contemplated in

paragraph 1 of this article shall promptly report its findings to the States or

organization referred to in paragraph 2 of this article and indicate whether it

{ntends to exercise Jurisdiction. .

okti@le! : L S

: The Stete Pe.x;fy where the alleged offeeder is prosecuted shall in accordance
with its laws communicste the £inal outcome of the proceedings to ‘the Secretary-
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General of the United Nations, who shall transmit the information to the other -
. States concerned and the international intergovernmental organizations concerned.

- Article 8

1. The State Party in the territory of which the alleged offender is found
shall, if it does not extradite him, be obliged, without exception vhatsocever and
vhetber or not the offence was committed in its territory, to submit the case to
its competent authorities for the purpose of prosecution, through proceedings in
sccordance with the laws of that State. Those authorities shall take their
decision in the same manner as in the case of any ordinary offence of a grave
nature under the law of that State.

2. Any perscn regarding vhom proceedings are bdbeing carried out in connexion
with any of the offences set forth in article 1 shall be guaranteed fair treatment
at all stages of the proceedings, including enjoyment of all the rights and
guarantees provided by the law of the State in the territory of which be is
present.

Article 9

1. A request for the extradition of an alleged offender, pursuant to this
Convention, shall not be granted if the requested State Party has substantial
grounds for believing:

(a) that the request for extradition for an offence set forth in article 1
has been made for the purpose of prosecuting or punishing a person oo account of
his race, religion, nationality, ethnic origin or pplitica.l opinion: or

(b) that the person's position may be prejudiced: : -l

(i) for any of the reasons mentioned in subparagraph (a) of this puagraph,
: or

(ii) for the reason that communication with him by the appropriate authorities
o : of the State entitled to exercise rishts of protect:on cannot be
bi- : | effected. T . - e

2. 'With respect to the offences as defined in this Convention, the provisions
of all extradition treaties and arrangements epplicable between States Parties are
modified as between States Pa.rt:.es to the extent that they are incompatxble with
this Conw.nt:.on.

g
~
.

Article 10 -° S : e

o 1. ~The offences set forth in article 1 shall be deemed to be included as
i) extraditable offences in any extradition treaty existing between States Parties.
States Parties undertake to include such offences as extrad;tnble offences in

every extradition treaty to bde concluded between them. = . -T-.t. iz (T Frefill

2. If a State Party which mkes extradition conditional on the existence of
ﬂ : a treaty receives a request for extradition from ancther State Party witbh which it
! ' has no extradition treaty, the requested State may at its option consider this
b "Convent:.on as the legal dasis tor extrad:.tion in respect of the ofrences net forth
.i'_ T e PRI 5 ----.-..; . - e e
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in article 1. Extradition shall be subdeét to the other conditions piovided by the
law of the requested State.

3. States Parties which do not meke extraditionm conditional on the
existence of a treaty shall recognize the offences set forth in article 1 as
extraditable offences between themselves subject to the conditions provided by the
law of the requested State. ) ) -

4. The offences set forth in article 1 shall be treated, for the purpose of
extradition between States Parties, as if they had been committed not only in the
place in which they occurred but also in the territories of the States required to
establish their jurisdiction in eccordance with pearagraph 1 of article 5.

Article 11

1. States Parties shall afford one ancther the greatest measure of
assistance in connexion with criminal proceedings brougbt in respect of the
offences set forth in article 1, including the supply of all evidence at their
disposal necessary for the proceedings.

2. The provisions of paragraph 1 of this article shall not affect _
obligations concerning mutual judicial essistance embodied in any other treaty.

Article 12

In so far as the Geneva Conventions of 1949 for the protection of var victins
or the Additional Protocols to those Conventions are applicable to a particular act
of hostage-taking, and in so fer as States Parties to this Convention are dound
under those conventions to prosecute or hand over the hostage-taker, the present
Convention shall not apply to an act of hostage-taking committed in the course of
armed conflicts as defined in the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the Protocols
thereto, including armed conflicts mentioned in article 1, paragraph L, of
Additional Protocol I of 1977, in which peoples are fighting against colonial
domination and alien occupation and against racist régimes in the exercise of
their right of self-deternmination, as enshrined in the Cbarter of the United
Naticns and the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly
Relations and Co-operation among States in accordance with the Charter of the

* United Kationms.

Article 13

This Convention shall not apply vhere the offence is comnitted vithin a single
State, the hostage and the alleged offender are natiopals of that State lpd the

elleged offender is found in the territory of that State. L e
Lot < eeil ezt ’ .Article 14 e

.. f-f"_‘ ] . ..

Nothing in thi ‘Conventicn shall be construed as Justifying the violation of
the territorial integrity or political independence of a State in contravention of
the Charter of the United Kations.
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Article 15

The provisions of this Convention shall not affect the application of the
Treaties on -Asylum, in force at the date of the adoption of this Convention, as
betveen the States vhich are parties to those Treaties; dbut a State Party to this
Convention may not invoke those Treaties with respect to another State Party to
this Convention which is not & party to those treaties.

Article 16

1. Any dispute between two or more States Parties concerning the
interpretation or epplication of this Convention vhich is not settled by
negotiation shall, st the request of one of them, be submitted to arditration. If
within six months from the date of the request for arbitration the parties are
unable to agree on the organization of the arbitration, any one of those parties
pay refer the dispute to the Internatiopal Court of Justice by request in
conformity with the Statute of the Court. : .

2. Each State may at the time of signature or ratification of this
Convention or sccession thereto declare that {t does not consider itself dound by
paragraph 1 of this article. The other States Parties shall not be bdound by

paragraph 1 of this article with respect to any State Party vhich has made such s
reservation. .

3. Any State Party vhich has made & reservation in accordance with
paragraph 2 of this article may at any time withdraw that reservation by
potification to the Secretary-General of the United Nationms.

Article 17

1. This Convention is open for signature by all States until ... at United
Nations Headquarters in New York. '

2. This Convention is subject to ratification. The instruments of
ratification shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

3. This Convention is open for accession by any State. The instruments of
accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 18
. This Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth dxy following

the date of deposit of the tventy-second instrument of ratification or accession
with the Secretary~-General of the United Nations.

2. For each State ratifying or acceding to the Convention after the deposit
of the twenty-second instrument of ratification or accession, the Conventiocn shall

enter into force on the thirtieth day after deposit by such State of its instrument
of ratification or accessionm. .

- - L L. -
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Article 19

1. Any State Party may denounce this Convention by written potification to
the Secretary--General of the United Nations.

2. Denunciation shall teke effect one year following the date on wvhich
potification is received by the Secretary-General of the United Rations.

Article 20

The original of this Convention, of vhich the Arabdic, Chinese, English,
French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall bde deposited with i
the Secretary-General of the United Fations, vho shall send certified copies

thereof to all States. i
]
IN WITNESS YREREOF, the undersigned, being duly suthorized thereto by their l
respective Governments, have signed this Convention, opened for signature at |
New York on ... » - .o e [
|
)
i

-~ we 3~ -

Wiy p
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568 U.S. Treaties and Other International Agreements {24 UST
CONVENTION
FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF UNLAWFUL ACTS AGAINST
THE SAFETY OF CIVIL AVIATION -

The States Parties to this convention

CONSIDERING that unlawful acts against the safety of civil aviation
jeopardize the safety of persons and property, seriously affect the
operation of sir services, and undermine the confidence of the peoples

of the world in the safety of civil avistion;

ConsIDERING that the occurrence of such acts is & matter of grave l

concern; f
CoONSIDERING thst, for the purpose of deterring such acts, there is l

an urgent need to provide appropriste measures for punishment of

offenders;

Have agreed as follows:

ArTicLE |

1. Any person commits an offence if he unlawfully and intentionally:

Py S nt S -

(a) performs an act of violence against & person on board an sir-
craft in flight if that act is likely to endanger the safety of that
aircraft; or
(b) destroys an aircraft in service or csauses damage to such an
aircraft which renders it incapable of flight or which is likely
to endanger its safety in flight; or
(c) places or causes to be placed on an aircraft in service, by sny
means whatsoever, & device or substance which is likely to
destroy that aircraft, or to cause damage to it which renders
it incapsable of flight, or to cause damage to it which is likely
to endanger its safety in flight; or
(d) destroys or damages air navigation facilities or interferes with
their operation, if any such act is likely to endanger the safety
of sircraft in flight; or
(¢) communicates information which he knows to be false, thereby
endangering the safety of an aircraft in flight.
2. Any person also commits an offence if he:

(a) sttempts to commit any of the offences mentioned in paragraphl
of this Article; or

(b) is an accomplice of a person who commits or attempts to com-
mit any such offence.

ArTICLE 2
For the purposes of this Convention: §
(s) an sircraft is considered to be in flight at any time from the

moment when all its external doors are closed following embarks- ‘
TIAS 7570 \
\
\
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tion until the moment when any such door is opened for dis-
embarkation; in the case of a forced landing, the flight shall
be deerned to continue until the competent authorities take over
the responsibility for the aircraft and for persons and property
on board;

(b) an sircraft is considered to be in service from the beginning of
the preflight preparation of the aircraft by ground personnel
or by the crew for a specific flight until twenty-four hours after
any landing; the period of service shall, in any event, extend
for the entire period during which the aircraft is in flight as
defined in paragraph (a) of this Article.

ARTICLE 3

Each Contracting State undertakes to make the offences mentioned
in Article 1 punishable by severe penalties. .

ARTICLE &

1. This Convention shall not apply to aircraft used in military,

customs or police services.

2. In the cases contemplated in subparagraphs (s), (b), (c) snd (e) of

paragraph 1 of Article 1, this Convention shall apply, irrespective of

_ w:xlether the aircraft is engaged in an international or domestic flight,
only if:

(a) the place of take-off or landing, sctusal or intended, of the
aircraft is situated outside the territory of the State of registra-
tion of that aircraft; or

(b) the offence is committed in the territory of a State other than
the State of registration of the aircraft.

3. Notwithstanding paragraph 2 of this Article, in the cases con-
templated in subparagraphs (s), (®), (c) and (e) of paragraph 1 of
Article 1, this Convention shall aleo apply if the offender or the
alleged offender is found in the territory of a State other than the
State of registration of the aircraft.
4. With respect to the States mentioned in Article 9 and in the cases
mentioned in subparagraphs (a), (b), (c) and (e) of paragraph 1 of
Article 1, this Convention shall not apply if the places referred to in
subparagraph (s) of paragraph 2 of this Article are situated within
the territory of the same State where that State is one of those referred
to in Article 9, unless the offence is committed or the offender or
nslleged offender is found in the territory of a State other than that
tate.
5. In the cases contemplated in subparagraph (d) of paragraph 1 of
Article 1, this Convention shall apply only if the air pavigation facil-
ities are used in international air pavigation.
6. The provisions of paragraphs 2,3, 4 and § of this Article shall also
apply in the cases contemplated in paragraph 2 of Article 1.
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ArTICLE §

1. E.ch Contracting State shall take such measures as may be neces-

sary to establish its jurisdiction over the offences in the following
cases:

(s) when the offence is committed in the territory of that State;

(b) when the offence is committed against or on board an aircraft
registered in that State;

(c) when the aircraft on board which the offence is committed
lands in its territory with the alleged offender still on board;

(d) when the offence is committed against or on board an aircraft
leased without crew to s lessee who bas his principal place of
business or, if the lessee has no such place of business, his

anent residence, in that State.

2. Each Contracting State shall likewise take such measures as msy be
necessary to establish its jurisdiction over the offences mentioned in
Article 1, paragraph 1 (a), (b) and (c), and in Article 1, paragraph 2,
in so far as that paragraph relates to those offences, in the case where
the alleged offender is present in its territory and it does not extradite
him pursuant to Article 8 to any of the States mentioned in pars-
graph 1 of this Article.

3. This Convention does not exclude any criminal jurisdiction ex-
ercised in sccordance with national law.

AnTicLE 6

1. Upon being satisfied that the circumstances so warrant, any
Contracting State in the territory of which the offender or the alleged
offender is present, shall take him into custody or take other measures
to ensure his presence. The custody and other measures shall be as
provided in the law of that State but may only be continued for such
time a8 is necessary to enable any criminal or extradition proceedings
to be instituted.

2. Such State shall immediately make a preliminary enquiry into the
facts.

3. Any person in custody pursuant to paragraph 1 of this Article shall
be sssisted in communicating immediately with the nearest appro-
priate representative of the State of which he is s national.

4. When a State, pursuant to this Article, has taken a person into
custody, it shall immediately notify the States mentioned in Article 5,
paragraph 1, the State of nationality of the detained person and, if it
considers it advisable, any other interested States of the fact that such
person is in custody and of the circumstances which warrant his
detention. The State which makes the preliminary enquiry contem-
plated in paragraph 2 of this Article shall promptly report its findings
to the said States and shall indicate whether it intends to exercise
jurisdiction.
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ArmiCLE 7
g The Contracting State in the territory of which the alleged offender

is found shall, if it does not extradite him, be obliged, without exception
whatsoever and whether or not the offence was committed in its
territory, to submit the case to its competent authorities for the
purpose of prosecution. Those suthorities shall take their decision in
the same manner as in the case of any ordinary offence of s serious
pature under the law of that State.

ArTICLE 8

1. The offences shall be deemed to be included as extraditable offences
in any extradition treaty existing between Contracting States. Con-
tracting States undertake to include the offences as extraditable
offences in every extradition tresty to be concluded between them.
2. If a Contracting State which makes extradition conditional on the
existence of a treaty receives s request for extradition from another
Contracting State with which it has no extradition treaty, it may at
its option consider this Convention as the legal basis for extradition in
respect of the offences. Extradition shall be subject to the other
conditions provided by the law of the requested State.

3. Contracting States which do not make extradition conditional on
the existence of a treaty shall recognize the offences as extraditable
offences between themselves subject to the conditions provided by the
law of the requested State.

4. Each of the offences shall be treated, for the purpose of extradition
between Contracting States, as if it had been committed not only in
the place in which it occurred but also in the territories of the States
required to establish their jurisdiction in accordance with Article 5,
paragraph 1 (b), (c) and (d).

ArTiCLE §

The Contracting States which establish joint air transport oper-
ating organizations or international operating agencies, which operate
sircraft which are subject to joint or international registration shall,
by appropriate means, designate for each aircraft the State among
them which shall exercise the jurisdiction and have the attributes of
the State of registration for the purpose of this Convention and shall
give notice thereof to the International Civil Avistion Organization
which shall communicate the notice to all States Parties to this
Convention.
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ArmicrLE 10

1. Contracting States shall, in sccordance with international and
national law, endeavour to take all practicable measures for the purpose
of preventing the offences mentioned in Article 1.

2. When, due to the commission of one of the offences mentioned in
Article 1, o flight has been delayed or interrupted, any Contracting
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State in whose territory the aircraft or passengers or crew are present
shall facilitate the continuation of the journey of the passengers and
crew as 500D a3 practicable, and shall without delay return the aircraft
and its cargo to the persons lawfully entitled to possession.

ArTICLE 11 N

1. Contracting States shall afford one another the greatest measure of
assistance in connection with criminal proceedings brought in respect
j of the offences. The law of the State requested shall apply in all cases.
EEEE 2. The provisions of paragraph 1 of this Article shall not affect obliga-
' s bt ‘tions under any other treaty, bilateral or multilateral, which governs
'_,"‘ ’ or will govern, in whole or in part, mutual assistance in criminal

MRS matters.
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ARrTICLE 12

u m‘ Any Contracting State having reason to believe that one of the of-
SEETIA R fences mentioned in Article 1 will be committed shall, in accordance
» i with its national law, furnish any relevant information in its posses-
i sion to those States which it believes would be the States mentioned

it :“ in Article 5, paragraph 1.
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ArTIiCLE 13

Each Contracting State shall in accordance with its national law 3
report to the Council of the International Civil Aviation Orgsnization
as promptly as possible any relevant information in its possession
concerning:

(s) the circumstances of the offence; ?
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(b) the action taken pursuant to Article 10, paragraph 2;
(¢) the measures taken in relation to the offender or the alleged 3
offender and, in particular, the results of any extradition pro-
ceedings or other legal proceedings. :

ARTICLE 14

1. Any dispute between two or more Contracting States concerning
the interpretation or application of this Convention which cannot be
settled through negotiation, shall, at the request of one of them, be

submitted to arbitration. If within six months from the date of the A
request for arbitration the Parties are unable to agree on the organiza- ‘
tion of the arbitration, any one of those Parties may refer the dispute

to the International Court of Justice by request in conformity with the
Statute of the Court.

2. Each State may at the time of signature or ratification of this Con-
vention or sccession thereto, declare that it does not consider itself
bound by the preceding paragraph. The other Contracting States
shall not be bound by the preceding paragraph with respect to any
Contracting State having made such a reservation.

3. Any Contracting State having made a reservation in accordance
with the preceding parsgraph may at any time withdraw this reser- ':
vation by notification to the Depositary Governments. .
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ArticLE 18

1. This Convention shall be open for signature st Montreal on 23
September 1971, by States participating in the International Con-
ference on Air Law held at Montreal from 8 to 23 September 1971
(hereinafter referred to as the Montreal Conference). After 10 Octo-
ber 1971, the Convention shall be open to all States for signature in
Moscow, London and Washington. Any State which does ot sign
this Convention before its entry into force in accordance with para-
.graph 3 of this Article may accede to it at any time.

2. This Convention shall be subject to ratification by the signatory
States. Instruments of ratification and instruments of sccession shall
be deposited with the Governments of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, and the United States of Americs, which are hereby desig-
pated the Depositary Governments.

3. This Convention shall enter into force thirty days following the
date of the deposit of instruments of ratification by ten States signa-
tory to this Convention which participated in the Montreal Conference.
4. For other States, this Convention shall enter into force on the date
of entry into force of this Convention in accordance with paragraph 3
of this Article, or thirty days following the date of deposit of their
instruments of ratification or accession, whichever is later.

5. The Depositary Governments shall promptly inform all signatory
and acceding States of the date of each signature, the date of deposit
of each instrument of ratification or sccession, the date of entry into
force of this Convention, and other notices.

6. As soon as this Convention comes into force, it shall be registered
by the Depositery Governments pursuant to Article 102 of the Charter
of the United Nations and pursusnt to Article 83 of the Convention
on International Civil Aviation (Chicago, 1944).

ArTICLE 16

1. Any Contracting State msy denounce this Convention by written
potification to the Depositary Governments.

2. Denunciation shall take effect six months following the date on
which notification is received by the Depositary Governments.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned Plenipotentiaries, being
duly authorized thereto by their Governments, have signed this
Convention.

DoxE st Montres, this twenty-third day of September, one
thousand nine hundred and seventy-one, in three originals, each being
drawn up in four authentic texts in the English, French, Russian and
Spanish langusges.
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